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AROUND THE COMMUNION

Williams officially confirmed
Archbishop of Canterbury

In an ancient legal ceremony, the Most
Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan Williams was
confirmed in early December as "Lord
Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of All
England and Metropolitan" at St. Paul's
Cathedral in London, England.

As required by law, the Proctor of the
Cathedral and Metropolitical Church of
Canterbury produced a certificate of the
Archbishop's election and the Archbishop-
Elect gave his consent to his election being
confirmed. The Archbishop of York read
out a large parchment from Her Majesty
the Queen asking Williams to serve as
Archbishop of Canterbury. Archbishop
Williams then took the oaths and sub-
scribed to the Declaration of Assent.

The Archbishop of York reminded the
new archbishop of "the high trust and
weighty obligations" of his office and out-
lined the mission and ministry of a bishop
according to The Book of Common
Prayer. "A bishop is called to lead in serv-
ing and caring for the people of God and
to work in the oversight of the Church," he
said. He also reminded Archbishop
Williams that as chief pastor, "he shares
with his fellow bishops a special responsi-
bility to maintain and further the unity of
the Church, to uphold its discipline and
guard its faith."

From now on,  Archbishop Williams can
sign his correspondence and other docu-
ments as "Rowan Cantuar" (Rowan of
Canterbury), according to the ancient cus-
tom whereby a bishop adopts the name of
his see, normally in Latin.

The enthronement of Archbishop
Williams will take place on Feb. 27 in
Canterbury Cathedral.

New Web site encourages 
Cathedral fellowship 

A new web site has been launched to encour-
age Anglican friendship across the Communion,
with a particularly focus on Cathedrals. In addi-
tion to the fellowship, organizers hope the Web
site will raise the profile of Anglican Cathedrals
across the globe, and thus encourage an appre-
ciation of them. The first stage of this site is now
complete, with other features to follow. The site
is: www.geocities.com/anglicancathedrals

Priest turns to 
adopt-a-bone program

You’ve heard of Adopt-a-highway or
Adopt-a-family programs, but a cash-
strapped British vicar has put a new spin
on the idea. He has asked his congregation
in Cambridge, England to adopt 1,000-
year-old Anglo Saxons at 10 pounds a
skeleton so that they can be reburied as
Christians. 

The Rev. Chris Boulton wants to raise the
money to bury 670 Anglo Saxons dug up
after building work revealed an ancient bur-
ial site. The Saxon remains, between 900
and 1,300 years old, are probably Christian
because they were buried lying from east to
west and had no artifacts buried with them,
experts said. 

The vicar said the appeal to raise the 5,000
pounds needed for reburial and the erection
of a commemorative stone cross had
received a good response.

Book honors  Archbishop Carey
A new book, “Becoming a Global

Family,” captures the photographic
moments in the ministry of the Most Rev.
and Rt. Hon. George L. Carey during his
time as Archbishop of Canterbury. Images
are from the photo archives of Canon
James M. Rosenthal of the Anglican
Communion Office and Editor of Anglican
World. The book by Morehouse Publishing
includes excerpts from various sermons
and speeches the Archbishop has given
over the last 12 years. Price is $12.99,
which includes shipping.

To place an order, contact Matthew
Davies, The Anglican Communion Office

Partnership House, 157 Waterloo Road,
London SE1 8UT, UK, or E-mail to:
matthew.davies@anglicancommunion.org.

Anglican World/Rosenthal
The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. Rowan Douglas
Williams signs a certificate at his Confirmation
of Election ceremony at St. Paul’s Cathedral,
London, in early December.

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

First of all, the blue for Advent was
not a mistake, and no rule was broken.
There is plenty of precedent for dark
blue in Advent. In England, dark blue
appears in what is called the “Sarum
Use,” the way liturgy was done in
Salisbury Cathedral, located in southern
England near Stonehenge.  In the later
Middle Ages, Sarum Use spread to
almost everywhere in England, and dark
blue was the normal Sarum Advent
color.

The color scheme we are all familiar
with -- purple for Advent and Lent,
white for Christmas and Easter seasons,
red for Pentecost, green for Sundays
after Epiphany and after Trinity, and so

on -- goes back to 1570 to the reformed
missal published under Pius V, which
standardized liturgical colors for the
Roman Catholic Church. But there was
no color scheme in the Anglican tradi-
tion from the Reformation until the
“High Church” Oxford Movement of
the 1830s and 1840s. When the Oxford
Movement called for the renewed use of
liturgical colors, it was the 1570 Roman
Catholic scheme they chose to follow.
“Low Church” Episcopal congregations
in the U.S. seem not to have used litur-
gical colors until the early years of the
20th century.

The use of liturgical colors for differ-
ent seasons and saints’days is a compar-

atively late
development,
dating to the
Augustinian
canons sta-
tioned in
Jerusalem in
the 12th centu-
ry. Strangely to
our tastes, they
used black for
Christmas and
for festivals of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary
and blue for

Epiphany and Ascension. Before this
time there were no seasonal colors and
priests wore white vestments year
around, while deacons wore white with a
few, thin, vertical, reddish-brown
stripes.  

In the Middle Ages, there was great
variety in color schemes and no stan-
dardization at first. Each cathedral and
abbey had its own color sequence, and

a common practice was to use the
newest or most magnificent vestments,
regardless of color, for the great festi-
vals and to use the old and faded ones
at other times.  

So you can see that in the matter of
liturgical colors, there is room for con-
siderable variety -- so long as the colors
make some liturgical and psychological
sense. Increasingly, churches are devi-
ating from the inherited standard
scheme of 1570 to experiment with
things like brown earth-tones for funer-
als and for Thanksgiving and harvest
and dark blue for Advent.

The Rev. William G. Gartig, an Episcopal
priest, holds a doctorate in Bible from
Hebrew Union College. He will answer your
questions about the Bible, Episcopal life and
other religious subjects. Send questions to
2146 Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-
dso.zzn.com.
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On the first Sunday of Advent, the vestments
and hangings in church were dark blue.
Shouldn’t they have been purple? Where do we
get the colors of the church year, and is there a
right or wrong way to use them?
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